* TOPICAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR *
older verses on a theme of constant appeal, with a pic-
ture brought up to date. This was their last flicker, how-
ever, and by the middle of the century the rise of cheap
newspapers had driven them from the field. Meanwhile,
the Last Dying Speech man was so well known that he
was included in all sketches of London characters.

The Greenacre murder of this year, made famous by
the street literature sellers, was remembered for years
afterwards. The details, very briefly, are that 'the trunk
of a human being' was found near the Pineapple Gate
(by the Edgware Road) cin a coarse bag, and wrapped in
white linen rags', and some months later, labourers,
cutting osiers near Coldharbour Lane, Clerkenwell,
found more remains wrapped in sacking. Greenacre was
traced through the sacking, and the victim proved to be
an elderly woman, Mrs. Brown, whom Greenacre, think-
ing she had money, had promised to marry. One night
when they were drinking together, she let out that she
had none, and Greenacre hit her over the head (or as he
put it, pushed her chair over) so violently that she was
killed. He cut up the body to dispose of it and, with extra-
ordinary stupidity, he and his paramour, Sarah Gale,
pawned the dead woman's possessions. These gruesome
details caught the public fancy, the murder became the
topic of the moment, and innumerable stories were cir-
culated, such as that Greenacre had got into one of the
new omnibuses with the head in a parcel, and on the
conductor calling out 'Sixpence a head!* had nearly
collapsed.

The execution, according to the custom of the time,
was public. Here is the account from Bell's Life in
London :
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